Interest in personality and cross-cultural psychology and its relation to culture and to biology has never been higher. You can see that in the newspapers and other media. Lots of things are happening in personality research . . . virtually every week. One of the best sources for up-todate news is BBC News Europe. I also like The Telegraph and, to balance things out, The Guardian (UK Edition), The New York Times, and the StarTribune. For news specific to Anthropology, Anthropology World News from Texas A&M Anthropology is the best.
I am looking forward to meeting you in class on the 13 th . In the meantime, you might want to peruse the information in your folder at <moodle.umn.edu/>. Moodle Right off the bat you might be interested in the textbook for the course . . . The exams will be open-book essays constructed from a list of study questions that you help create, so it would be a good idea for you to have your own copy of the text.
Rethinking Psychological
For the exams you should normally just need to read the book carefully and be able to discuss the materials intelligently. That is, you should read it as if you had picked it up at an airport or neighborhood bookshop because you were interested in the subject and wanted to know more about it, like literally millions of people are doing in everyday life. One thing that you should keep in mind when approaching these readings, which I will talk more about as the class progresses, is that as mentioned above the exams are open-book. And for that you should normally just need to read the text carefully and be able to discuss the materials therein intelligently-see note on open-book exams below. That is, you should read the text as if you had picked it up at an airport or neighborhood bookshop on the way to Austria or the South Seas because you were interested in the subject and wanted to know more about it.
PLEASE NOTE: Some students are used to principally memorizing facts in classes. This class is not one where that is the focus. It is about investigating new topics, reading, listening, synthesizing ideas, thinking, exploring, and becoming familiar enough with the various subjects, peoples and places to carry on an intelligent conversation in modern-day society. In short, this class aims to give you practice in critical thinking, and even creativity.
Critical thinking, involving evaluation and synthesis, has long been regarded as essential for success in the modern-day world. In recent years, actually for two decades, creativity has also become central to success, and "process skills" vital to creativity. Process skills involve "strategies to reframe challenges and extrapolate and transform information, and to accept and deal with ambiguity" (Pappano, "Learning to Think Outside the Box," The Nenw York Times EducationLife, 9 February 2014, 8). Laura Pappano, writer in residence at Wellesley Center for Women at Wellesley College, points out that "In 2010 'creativity' was the factor most crucial for success found in an I.B.M. survey of 1,500 chief executives in 33 industries. These days 'creative' is the most used buzzword in LinkedIn profiles two years running" (2014, 8) .
Please keep that in mind when thinking about, and getting ready for, the exams.
Here's a recent interesting article from Minnesota Public Radio . . . 
How to choose college classes: 6 tips

III Student Presentations on Term Research Projects
For the first part of the course much of the material for the week will be presented in the form of on-line slide materials. In the second section of the semester, once you have mastered the basic information relating to Culture and Personality, we will look (generally comparatively, cf., Main
Characteristics of Anthropology in Week 01) at a series of video materials about Real People . . . Real Places . . . and about research from around the world. The final section will focus on your research projects.
One of the four main characteristics of American Anthropology is fieldwork, "a primary research technique, involving "participant observation," which usually means living among the people one is interested in learning from and about. It would be wonderful if for anthropology classes we could just rent a bus or charter a plane and fly off for a year or more to learn first-hand from the people themselves. Money, time, and practicality prohibit that, so the next best thingswhen it comes to studying anthropology-is going to places and viewing subjects by video, and we will do a lot of that this semester. More information on Visual Anthropology is available online at <http://www.d.umn.edu/cla/faculty/troufs/anth1604/visual_anthropology.html>.
With all of these materials you will be expected to share your ideas and comments with others in the Class Forum and wikis. I'm looking forward to that.
You will find that there is "an awful lot" of materials on-line-maybe even too many! But don't worry. You will find the required materials center stage in your Moodle folder. Most of the rest of the materials are optional, but you may find that material useful in working on your class project.
Where to start?
Probably the best place is by having a quick look at the "First Day Handout," 
